Title: Fortune, Fate, and Fulfillment: Japan’s Formula for Luck, Resilience, and Opportunity

Abstract : Our presentation explores Japan’s unique relationship with luck, which emphasizes personal
investment and perseverance, as well as its positive and negative impact on individuals through practices
like lotteries and gambling. We will dive deeper into the contrasted notion of luck between Western views
of luck as random chance to the Japanese notion that integrates more cultural and religious traditions such
as Shinto rituals. Furthermore, the shift in modern interpretations of luck highlights the change in belief

or perception of luck in Japan.

This study investigates why Japan emphasizes equality through luck, and how this perspective has
socially shifted as economic changes have occurred in Japan, in addition to the psychological and cultural
factors driving these differences. Through historical and cultural analysis, The study will explore factors
such as the influx Western influence post-WW2, the economic bubble burst, and Pachinko’s rise as quasi-

gambling.

By analyzing the aforementioned four types of luck, ultimately this study aims to reveal how Japan’s
approach fosters resilience and equity, offering insights into the cultural and economic implications of

luck-based systems.
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