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Title: Comparing Japan and the US through the Life Cycle of Cults

Abstract:

This presentation examines the life cycle of cults, from their origins to their potential
transformation into established institutions. We’ll explore how cults are initially formed,
before analyzing the techniques they use to recruit and indoctrinate followers. The study
also investigates the legal and political structures that enable cults to thrive, including
freedom of belief laws, weak regulation of religious activity, and tax loopholes.

Through case studies such as Happy Science and Scientology, this research contrasts
successful and unsuccessful cult trajectories in both Japan and the USA. It then explores how
cults stabilize, navigate leadership transitions, and attempt to embed themselves into larger
society — sometimes gaining official religious status or political legitimacy. Finally, we’ll
discuss the broader societal implications of cult activity, including political manipulation,
educational censorship, and corruption. It also considers cultural factors such as academic
insecurity in Japan and belief-based freedoms in the U.S. to understand how cults exploit
structural weaknesses in society and challenge our definitions of religion, freedom, and

power.



