
 
SUBTITLE  Directed Research Seminar in Theories and Methods of Political Science 
 
OVERVIEW This is a year-long seminar in theories and methods of political science, specifically 

designed for students in the Global Leadership Fellows Program.  Part I is a reading 
seminar, which introduces students to some of the major concepts and theories in 
contemporary political science.  The themes of the seminar have been selected not 
only for their importance in the discipline of Political Science, but also for their 
relevance to understanding American politics and Japanese politics. The reading 
assignments combine classic/representative literature with more recent research, and 
include several empirical applications in the US and Japan contexts. Thus, this part 
of the seminar aims to provide a basic foundation and intellectual inspiration for 
students who are interested in pursuing their own original research in political science.  

 
 In Part II of the seminar, students will learn the elements of a well-designed research 
project and become familiar with research methods that are appropriate to different 
types of research questions. It will be conducted mostly as a research and writing 
workshop.  Students will produce an empirical research paper or a feasible research 
proposal for their thesis. I encourage all seminar students to write an empirical 
research paper, and particularly those students who are not writing a thesis in another 
zemi or as required by their home program.  However, in cases where “data” collection 
for the project will be especially time consuming, students may submit a proposal for 
an empirical research project. A proposal includes all the elements of a research paper 
except for the actual results of the empirical analysis.  

 
OBJECTIVES * Students will learn important concepts and theories in political science. 
 * Students will develop practical skills in conducting social science research. 
 * Students will improve upon their abilities in critical reading, academic writing, and 

academic presentations. 
PRE- 
REQUISITES It is suggested, but not required, that students take an introductory statistics course, 

particularly one that focuses on applied data analysis and includes “hands-on” practice 
with statistical software (R, Stata, SPSS, etc.). The course can be taken before or 
concurrently with this seminar.  
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TEXTBOOKS There is no textbook for Part I.  Reading assignments consist of scholarly articles and 
book chapters.  

 
 For Part II, select one or more of the following handbooks: 

 
Writing a Research Paper in Political Science, 3rd Edition (2015) by Lisa A. Baglione. 
CQ Press. (This is good and fairly simple, straightforward guide to writing a research 
paper.  It provides many examples using student work. Minimal guidance on actual 
research/analysis, but sufficient for writing a research proposal. Can be 
supplemented by Shively’s text, noted below. A hardcopy, but not e-book, is available 
at the FPSE Library.  A previous edition of the book is fine.) 

 
Empirical Research and Writing: A Political Science Student’s Practical Guide (2015) by 
Leanne C. Powner. SAGE/CQ Press. (This is also a good handbook. It is more 
detailed and advanced than the above, particularly in terms of qualitative and 
quantitative analysis.  I see this book as more oriented toward graduate students but 
if you are writing a thesis, it will be helpful. It is available as an e-book from Waseda 
Library.) 
 
The Craft of Political Research, 10th edition (2017) by W. Phillips Shively. Pearson. 
(This is not a guide on writing a paper, unlike the books above. The focus is on 
research design and statistical analysis, but it is not a stand-alone textbook on 
statistics either. It is available as an e-book from Waseda Library.)   

  
EVALUATION FOR FALL SEMESTER 

 
 
EVALUATION FOR SPRING SEMESTER 

 

25% Reading responses: Students must submit 5 short essays (appx. 300 words) that offer 
a critical response to a weekly set of readings. A good reading response will include a 
one-paragraph summary of the main contributions, a one or two paragraph critique 
or response to the readings, and two questions raised by the readings that you would 
like to discuss in the seminar.  Because the reading responses are designed to facilitate 
seminar discussion, late reading responses will not be accepted. 

 
25% Research question and bibliography:  At the end of the Fall semester, students will 

submit their research question for the empirical research project that they plan to 
conduct in the Spring semester, along with a bibliography of at least 30 scholarly 
sources related to their topic. 

 
50% Participation: The educational value of the seminar largely depends on the quality of 

class participation and student engagement.  It is essential that students complete the 
readings prior to the seminar, attend all sessions, and join the discussion! 

25% Various assignments:  Students will be asked to submit drafts of various pieces of 
their research project over the course of the semester 

 
50% Empirical research paper or proposal 
 
25% Participation: Includes peer feedback and presentations of work in progress. 



TENTATIVE SCHEDULE  
 

Fall Semester 

1  Introduction to the seminar 

2  Democracy 

3  Electoral competition 

4  Political parties 

5  Partisanship 

6  Mobilization and participation 

7  Electoral accountability 

8  Presidential vs. parliamentary government 

9  Institutions and policy-making 

10  Interests and policy-making 

11  Women in politics  

12  Immigration 

13  Doing empirical research 

14  Research questions, Bibliographies 

15  Discussion of students’ research questions  
Research question & bibliography due by 5:00pm on January 31st 

 

Spring Semester 

1  Theorizing about politics, Reviewing the literature 

2  Analyzing politics scientifically 

3  Student presentations  

4  Student presentations 

5  Student presentations 

6  Research design 

7  Qualitative research  

8  Quantitative research  

9  Concepts and measurement 

10  Data sources  

11  Empirical analysis 

12  Writing  

13  Student presentations 

14  Student presentations 

15  Student presentations 
 Empirical research paper or proposal due by 5:00pm on July 31st 


