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Postwar Japanese Literature to the Present

**This course is opened ONLY to those who are enrolled in GLFP (Global Leadership Fellows Program).
**Depending on the number of students, the class schedule and the reading list may be changed while the contents and
objectives of the course remain the same.

**All classes are conducted online using Zoom.

**I will also use Scrapbox as a platform for writing assignments.
This US-Japan zemi uses literary works from the immediate postwar period to the present to explore various issues the
postwar Japanese society faced.  Given the myriad transformations and conflicts of this period, the scope of readings will be
wide, encompassing “serious” literature, popular novels, films, manga and anime. Thematic concerns will encompass war
responsibility, democratization, gender and sexuality, modernity, ideological division, national identity, and consumer society. All
texts are in English.

In the Fall semester, we will read works that were written in the late 40s to the 60s. It was the time when Japan was recovering
from the psychological and physical damage of the war and moving toward one of the most affluent nations in the world. It was
also the time when Japan was attempting to reconstruct its relationship with the former enemy the US and the other Asian
countries that were former colonies of the Japanese Empire.

(1) Students must read the assigned texts prior to the class.
(2) Students are also asked to write response comments each week prior to the class discussion.
(3) Students are expected to do two mini presentations during the semester and write a final essay.

TBA

Most readings will be distributed in PDF files

Further readings will be suggested in the orientation.

＊Rate ＊Evaluation Criteria
Weekly response comments 40%
Class Discussion and presentations 30%
Final Essay 30 %


